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Abstract

This research has two purposes: (1) to study the background of the traditional ablution
ceremony of the Nhong Samuen Relics, Bankaeng Sub-district, Phu Khieo District, Chaiyaphum
Province, and (2) to study the rituals and beliefs involved in the ablution ceremony.

This qualitative research employs unstructured interviews as well as non-participant observation as
a means of data collection. Data was collected from forty people, separated into four groups, viz.,
1) community leaders, 2) ceremonial leaders, 3) village participants, and 4) knowledgeable persons.

This research found that (1) in the past, villagers spoke of the ablution of the Nhong Samuen
Relics as “Ou boon thad”, or “boon song thad”, whereby a devotee would bathe the relics with fragrant
liquids, perfumes, or even a tumeric solution. This action is done in a circular motion, three times.
The ablution ceremony begins on the fifteenth day of the waxing moon, in the fifth lunar month, and
ends on the fourteenth day of the waning moon, in the fifth lunar month. This traditional observance
has been passed down by Bankaeng villagers for ages. And (2) the rites and beliefs surrounding in the
ceremonial ablution of the Nhong Samuen relics involve: the propitiation ceremony, the sand chedi
construction ceremony, the relic ablution ceremony, the solemn vow and vow-fulfillment ceremony,
and the asking forgiveness from the relics ceremony. The beliefs behind the ablutions of the Nhong
Samuen relics are: the belief regarding the length of time of the ceremonies, the belief regarding the
place where the ceremonies occur, the belief regarding ceremonial participants, and the belief regarding
the instruments used in the ceremonies.

Keywords: Nritual, Belief, Tradition, Ablution, Buddhist relic, Nhong Sammuen
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